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Black Tree and Orphan Mesa (Island Mesa), Ghost Ranch, New Mexico, 2005, 30 x 40"
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Chimney Rock and the Red Hills of Ghost Ranch, New Mexico, 2007, 30 x 40"

Santa Fe photographer Craig Varjabedian uses a large-format camera to capture 
nature’s beauty.
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compile; 13 years learning to photograph 
and seven years taking the images. I fell 
in love with this place 20-plus years ago. 
It kept calling me back but it didn’t reveal 
itself right away. I didn’t know how to 
photograph it at the beginning. It took 
me a long time before the images started 
to appear on the ground glass of my 
camera,” recalls Varjabedian. “I’ve really 
come to have greater respect for what 
would have challenged O’Keeffe as well. 
It challenges the artist because you can 
make pretty pictures up there, but it’s hard 
to make pretty images of the subtle.”

Varjabedian printed the photographs 
in duotone—black and gray—so that the 
viewer can enjoy a direct experience with 
the subject matter.

“I see my photograph work in black and 
white and like the way light is revealed in 

black and white. Ghost Ranch color is 
so overwhelming…by photographing in 
black and white, I take the reality out of 
the work and show you what light and 
forms look like, and that’s the strength of 
the images,” says Varjabedian. 

Ranging from micro and macro 
landscapes to reflective viewpoints, these 
breathtaking prints were created using 
traditional, photographic means.

“Ansel Adams photographed 
miraculous moments. In that tradition 
of large-format black-and-white photos, 
hopefully I’ve done that in my own way,” 
says Varjabedian. “I really hope collectors 
are as moved by the images as I am.”

Among the artist’s quintessential images 
of the ranch is Chimney Rock and the Red 
Hills of Ghost Ranch, New Mexico, 2007, 
which he chose for the book cover.

“It really speaks of the place and the most 
present landforms,” says Varjabedian. 
“The moments I photographed were really 
profound in some way…viewers will see 
a sense of the miraculous.” 
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Price Range Indicator
Our at-a-glance Price Range Indicator 
shows what you can expect to pay for 
this artist’s work.

 Small Medium Large
1999 $375 $595 $895
2004 $575 $775 $1,275
2009 $975 $1,275 $1,975

Old Corral and Approaching Storm, Antelope Flats (Llano Pasture), Ghost Ranch, New Mexico, 2005, 30 x 40"

http://www.westernartcollector.com

